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AP BIOLOGY

Course 
Content

Big Ideas

2

The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life.
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Biological systems use energy and molecular building blocks to grow, 

reproduce, and maintain dynamic homeostasis. 

Living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information 

essential to life processes. 

Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions 

exhibit complex properties. 
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UNITS

TOPICS

Units Exam Weighting

Unit 1: Chemistry of Life 8–11%

Unit 2: Cell Structure and Function 10–13%

Unit 3: Cellular Energetics 12–16%

Unit 4: Cell Communication and Cell Cycle 10–15%

Unit 5: Heredity 8–11%

Unit 6: Gene Expression and Regulation 12–16%

Unit 7: Natural Selection 13–20%

Unit 8: Ecology 10–15%
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